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Dr. Pantev’s project, together with Dr. Larry E. Roberts and Dr. Laurel J. Trainor, compares adult musi-
cians and non-adult musicians, and studied children enrolled in Suzuki training programs. The study
asked: How do functional brain attributes differ between musicians and non-musicians? Does expres-
sion of these attributes depend on musical training? Are there benefits of musical training for cognitive
and perceptual skills beyond those involved in music performance? Important correlations between
music and learning-induced cortical plasticity, enhancement of automatic encoding of melodic con-
tour and interval structure, musical training and enhanced evoked brain activity specifically for sounds
of the instrument of practice in children enrolled in Suzuki music lessons were found.
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