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Dr. Saffran studied infants’ abilities to track patterns of absolute and relative pitches during complex
learning tasks to determine the types of pitch information detected and used early in life. The study
also explored the role played by consonance and dissonance tonalities in infant learning and probed
infant long-term memory for music, with the goal of specifying the parameters of infant musical mem-
ory. The study revealed the profound pitch-pattern discrimination ability of infants as early as eight
months old, and it provided insight into innate perfect pitch ability exhibited by infants in pre-verbal
period of development.
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